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JUVER ILE SOP rLERtas 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Wonder Books Grosset & Dunlap 
each $.25 


* Chaffee, Tish THE FIVE JOLLY BROTHERS illustrated by the author 
** Le Grand THE BOY WHO WANTED TO BE A FISH illustrated by the author 


Steiner, Charlotte & Hoff, Virginia THE COPYCAT COLT illustrated by 
Charlotte Steiner 


Children will enjoy the manly pictures of those stalwart heroes - the police- 
man, fireman, railroad engineer, tug-boat captain, and pilot - at their work and in 
consternation when their official caps are mixed up. Replete with mischievious cat 
and small brother, this is a jolly tale.... Happy nonsense in the story of a little 
boy with a rather impractical ambition, enlivened by "fish story" pictures.... The 
colt who was a copycat also discovers that other animals are "made in different ways, 
of course", and it is wisest to behave like a horse instead of imitating other crea- 
tures. Appesliing pictures. Laminated board and full color. A superior trio this 
time. (Publ.) 


Goodenow, Earle Knopf 
COW CONCERT $1.50 


* An enchanting picture story book about an enterprising little girl, some 
earnest and talented cows, and a marvelous concert. Marie-Louise had a wonderful 
dream about her friends the cows, who roamed over the Swiss countryside ringing the 
bells. She dreamt that they sang and danced and played tunes on their bells. How 
the dream almost came true, and how Marie-Louise organized a cow bell-ringing group 
which rendered Strauss waltzes,the Moonlight Sonata and the Swiss National Antnen, 
results in delectable nonsense. The author's pictures in full color of the matronly 
bovines who seem to bustle with girlish verve, are sure to produce giggles. (4/16) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS, INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Eberle, Irmengarde Holiday House 
HOP, SKIP AND FLY $2.00 


A revised edition of this unusual introduction to nature study first publish- 
ed in 1937. A varied collection of leggedy beasties here- a frog, a scorpion, brown 
bat, fish, snail, garter nake, and lizard. Ina series of brief chapters, the author 
follows the life stories of these creatures through the eyes (or antennae) of the ani- 
mals themselves. Although some of the eating and breeding activities seem somewhat 
horrible as the creatures are given the human attribute of speech; nevertheless, the 
animals are never really humanized, since their speech and activities are confined 
to natural basic impulses. A fascinating close-up of meadow and stream, encouraging 
nature study. Charming two-color decorations by Else Bostelmann. (4/16) 


OT 
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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD April 15, 1951 





Grimes, Robert L. Caxton 
GRANDPA TOGGLE'S WONDERFUL BOOK $2.50 































A group of fanciful tall stories as told by Grandpa Toggle about some peculiar » 
adventures of himself and his choreboy, B Good. There was the time eggs were mysteriously 
produced for an Easter Egg hunt by a large, long-eared character in a tall hat; the day 
Grandpa and his assistant sawed down hundreds of trees with a magical saw; the happy ex- 
cursion on a bus which went "nowhere in particular"; a Christmas ride with Santa Claus and 
other unusual happenings. Some amusing yarns here and Grandpa is a good sort, although 
B Good is a rather unbelievable small boy. Pictures by Beth Williams. (4/20) 


Bendick, Jeanne Whittlesey 
ALL AROUND YOU $2.00 


** The first "why, what and how" questions are bound to be big ones - about the sun, 
the moon, wind, clouds, animals, and other natural phenomena-and.Jeanne Bendick anticipates 
these questions and answers them in unaffected, simple prose. This is indeed an exciting 
"first look at the world" - the sky, with sunshine, rain, snow, clouds and stars; the 
earth with water, soil, its busy underground, plants and animals; and miracles like the 
seasonal changes, the growing process and the senses which keep us in contact with the 
world. On each page the illustrations by the author keep pace with the text:- a croco- 
dile writhes across the page; a giraffe thoughtfully peers over the top; leaves flut- 
ter down the margins; and throughout drawings and diagrams dramatize the text. As exhil- 
arating as Saturday mornings in spring with an invitation to experience, observe and in- 
vestigate the wonderful world in which we live. An important addition to the home and 
elementary school natural science library and for second and third year readers. Cloth. 


(Publ. ) 
EASY READING . 
Doublelist the following 


Bendick, Jeanne ALL AROUND YOU (Whittlesey) report above 


Goldberg, Martha Holiday House 
THE LUNCH BOX STORY $1.25 


*The pride of ownership and the thrill of belonging to the glittering ranks of 
the lunch-box carriers of the first grade is most successfully captured in this story of 
Tony and his lunch box. More than anything Tony wanted a lunch box now that he was to go 
into the first grade - in fact he asked for one the first day of the summer vacations. 
Tony's ups and downs with his lunch box make a charming story of a school days' landmark. 
Likeable sketches in black and white by Beatrice Tobias, and the type is clear and clean 
for first and early second year reading. (4/16) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN ~ Fiction 


Voight, Virginia F. Holiday House 
THE HOUSE IN ROBIN LANE $2.50 


*Tried and true standbys in good period stories for young girls are most suc- 
cessfully combined in this warm-hearted, lively tale of a youngster who takes the long 
journey from Connecticut to Ohio in the 1850's. Orphaned Jennifer, sent by stage to 
Ohio to live with her lawyer uncle whom she had never seen, has vivid doubts as to how 
she will be received. A stage-robbery which leaves her penniless and alone, a rescue by 
friendly, kind circus people, and some wonderful days with the small circus help her for- 
get her fears. However, when she is finally united with her uncle, she wonders if she 
will ever find favor with the austere, dignified man. An exciting election, a mystery 

‘and shared experiences do at last thaw uncle, and Jennifer is assured of a happy home. 
Pleasant decorations by Jean Martinez. (4/16) 
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Grant, Bruce Rand McNally 
THE COWBOY ENCYCLOPEDIA $2.75 


An illustrated dictionary of cowboy lingo, and facts about the cowboy life 
alphabetically arranged, for young and old devotees, and parents and teachers who 
would like to know what all the shootin's fur. In brief paragraphs all aspects of 
cowboy life are treated:- the cowboy's clothes and tack, his work, horses, animals 
and plants of the West, Indians, customs, and vernacular. From "Alamo" to "yucca" 
this is an enlightening compendium. Black and white sketches and a few full-color 
illustrations appropriately literal, by Jackie and Flore Mastri. Sound educational 
complement for "that phase". (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 


Kjelgaard, Jim Holiday House 
IRISH RED $2.50 


A sequel to 81g Red by the author of many fine stories of adventure and the 
out-of-doors. Mike, the son of Big Red, once champion Irish setter, inherited his 
father's spirit and hunting sense but not his manners. How the cocky pup matures and 
learns something about working with men, and how Danny Pickett and his father, trap- 
pers and bird-dog devotees, win over their former wealthy employer to the worth of 
Irish setters, makes an exciting and appealing story. As always, the reader can 
bayer Mr. Kjelgaard's knowledge of dogs, hunting, and human beings. First rate. 

1 
a i FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Wollheim, Donald- /d. Frederick Fell 
EVERY BOY'S BOOK OF SCIENCE FICTION $2.75 


A superior collection of test-tube and rocket sagas by well known adult au- 
thors. Included in the ten stories are some adventures with gravity and four-dimen- 
sional machines; a tangle with creatures from other planets and prehistoric men; a 
peek into the future age of space-flight; an eye-bulging encounter with a man who 
reveals that he is really a termite; and a fascinating, informative story of the 
"army" of white corpuscles. All stories meet the high standards of science fiction 
for young people- firm scientific base; a moral emphasis on the supremacy of finer 
human instincts over the machine; good writing with a strong dash of humor. One of 
the best of its type. (Publ.) 


Leonard, Burgess Lippincott 
ROOKIE SOUTHPAW $2.50 


Another bonus baby makes good, in this ninth inning baseball yarn. Clem 
Gompers, compelled to accept the financial responsibility for his mother's and little 
brother's medical expenses, signs with the Silver Sox as a bonus rookie at $50,000. 
Encountering the prejudice and hard knocks always directed against a gilt-edged kid, 
Clem, nevertheless, makes good both in Triple A and in a series dead-heat with the 
Silver Sox. Topical for fans, with plenty of tense moments. (4/18) 


Litten, Frederic Nelson Rand McNally 
AIR MISSION RED $2.50 


A bloodcurdling escape thriller cheapened by unwarranted sensationalism, about 
a young American's escape from Russia. Breezy, cocky Steve Ames, kidnapped by a Rus- 
sian secret agent while on an Alaskan salmon flight for his father, is coerced into 
piloting his erstwhile friend across the Russian border. After the death of the agent, 
Steve is forced to assume his identity, and finds himself receiving the acclaim and 
duties of a Soviet hero. A romance with the dead man's sister complicates and finally 
facilitates his escape. Mr. Litten handles the suspense well, but in all fairness one 
must question the authenticity of such intimate details of life behind the Curtain, 








-210- Fiction for Young Adults continued April 15, 1951 


since the sloganized dialogue and one-dimensional characters seem to emanate from Holly- 

wood and Upper Slobovnia rather than from first-hand observation. In these times when 
documented fact is a prerequisite to clear appraisal of serious issues, this type of op- 
portunistic fiction is, in its over-simplification, dangerous for young people. (Publ. ) ra 


VON FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Kelly, Fred C.- fd Farrar, Straus & Young 


MIRACLE AT KITTY HAWK | $6.00 
The Letters of Wilbur and Orville Wright 


For the air-minded young person these letters of the pioneers of flight and 
other members of the family offer a complete, comprehensive picture of the men and their 
work. Covering a 65-year span, the letters have been arranged chronologically and cover 
the lives of the brothers from early school days to 1946, shortly before Orville's death. 
A picture emerges of the brothers' mechanical aptitude, curiosity, inventiveness, in the 
problems at Kitty Hawk and later when they fought for recognition. Also included are 
letters from other aviation pioneers. (Full report on P. 202.) (5/22) 


Mulac, Margaret & Holmes, Marian Harper 
THE PARTY GAME BOOK $3.00 


A group of family games, games for children's parties. adult games, games for 
semi-formal affairs, and games for picnics, large and small. The equipment is simple; 
the directions are easy to follow; and the games are flexible enough to be adaptable to 
different situations and numbers. Suggestions for making the party a success, and very 
important - hints about food for parties. Helpful for school, clubs and home. (Full re- 


port on P. 205). (6/6) 
BOOKS OF INTEREST TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Heely, Allan V. Harper & 
WHY THE PRIVATE SCHOOL $3.00 


By the Headmaster of Lawrenceville, this is a discussion of the value of the 
private school and its educational objectives. A very fair appraisal of both the ad- 
vantages and the shortcomings of the private school: the advantages in the freedom 
of selectivity of teachers and programs, of teaching smaller groups; the shortcomings 
in that admissions are based on the price paid, in the fear of the unorthodox, in the 
emphasis on social rather than intellectual success. In the second part of the book 
there is an analysis of methods and material, of activities, of development of leader- 
ship, or behavior problems, and religion. A liberal and rewarding examination. (Full 
report on P. 200) (5/9) 


Special note on some prize winners 


Of interest to parents, teachers, and boys' club leaders will be the announce- 
ment made on April end by the awards committee of the Boys' Clubs of America for the 
Junior Book Awards for 1951. The sixteen books considered were recommended by boy mem- 
bers of Boys' clubs throughout the United States. 


The winners: 
Syme, Ronald BAY OF THE NORTH (Morrow) P. 2h 
Dobie, J. Frank THE BEN LILLY LEGEND (Little, Brown) P.161 
Guthrie, A. B. Jr. THE BIG SKY (Sloane)* 








Felsen, Henry Gregor HOT ROD (Dutton) P.305 
Balch, Glenn LOST HORSE (Crowell) P. 304 
Peare, Catherine Owens MAHATMA GHANDI (Holt) P. Oy S 
Renick, Marion THE SHINING SHOOTER (Scribners) P. 97 
Fa-Shun, Chang THE SKY RIVER (Lothrop) P. 303 
Raddall, Thomas H. SON OF THE HAWK (Winston) P. 65 


* An edited version issued last year for young people 





